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The emergence of AIDSHIV as the first deadly dow virus STD in the early 1980s gained
judtifiable attention among researchers and public hedth agencie s. Only now, with the
development of highly effective antiretroviral treatments, is attention coming back to other
sexudly transmitted vird infections among men who have sex with men (MSM). Chief among
these viral STDs are Hepatitis B and C. HBV s clear ly transmitted through sexua behaviors,
including oroanal contact, and can be prevented by vaccination. Key barriers to the prevention of
sexudly transmitted HBV remain, however, and will require widespread educationa and
vaccination programs aimed at M SM to be overcome. HCV, on the other hand, is an extremely
dow virus for which there is no vaccine yet available and MSM have little, if any, awareness of
its importance. Data on the homosexual spread of HCV is lacking, posing a major barrier to
behavioral prevention programs. Data from the recently completed NJDA -funded AIM
Intervention Study with Drug-Using (DU) MSM shows extremely high rates of HBV and HCV
infection among DU -MSM, and relatively low rates of utilization of the HE3V vaccine by these
high risk men. This data will be presented as will a proposal for a national HBV/HCV education,
prevention and HBV vaccination program aimed a DU -MSM through drug abuse treatment
facilities.
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